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PHEFATORY NOTE 


This is the third of a series of reports to be issued by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics presenting results secured from new 
enumerative sample surveys of farm wages and farm wage rates. The 
surveys were planned under the general direction of Conrad Taeuber, 
Office of the Chief, by a Bureau-wide Committee with Louis J. Ducoff 
as chairman, Members of the Wage Project Committee are as follows: 
Glen T. Barton, Emerson M. Brooks, Charles F. Cannell, Charles &. . 
Gibbons, Margaret Jarman Hagood, Roger F. Hale, Earl &. Houseman, eas | 
Barbara B. Reagan. The State Agricultural Statisticians cooperated 
in conducting the field operations of the survey. 


The surveys include collection of information on wages and wage 
rates of seasonal farm workers in special crop areas of various States. 
This report presents the information obtained on two groups of seasonal 
farm workers in Louisiana. In addition to reports on wages of harvest 
workers in special crop areas, other reports will be issued presenting 
wage and related information for all hired farm workers, both regular 
and seasonal, on the basis of the national surveys, 
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preparing preliminary summarizations of the data. ; x 


“WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF SEASONAL FARM WORKERS 
IN SPECIAL CROP ARELS. OF LOUISIANA, APRIL- 
“MAX, 1945 


SUMMARY. 


During selected weeks of /.pril and May 1945, special surveys were made by 
the Bureau of Agricultural Economics to obtain information 9%n wages and wage rate> 
for workers harvesting strawberries and snap beans in the major producing areas 
of Louisiana, All of these: workers — pickers and packers of strawberries and 
pickers of snap beans — were paid at piece rates which yielded average hourly 
earnings of approximately 28 cents for picking or packing strawberries and 43 
cents for picking snap beans. Over three-fifths of the workers were females and 
ever four-fifths were Negroes. Most of the male workers were youths or older men. 


In each crop there was little difference in the amount earned per hour by 
male and by female workers, although adult workers averaged somewhat higher hourly 
earnings than youths or children. A fifth of the snap bean pickers earned less 
than 30 cents an hour, three-fifths earned from .30 to 60 cents, and the remaining 
fifth 60 gents or more an hour, 


The surveys were ence to cover peak weeks in the harvest of each crop — 
April *8-14 for strawberries and May 6-12 for snap beans. Strawberry. workers were 
’ surveyed in parts of Tangipahoa and Livingston Parishes aon snap bean workers in 
parts of Livingston, Tangipahoa, and St. Helena Parishes. 4 tetal of 167 farms 
and ‘718 hired workers in the areas were covered by the eivevas approximately 90 
percent of, these workers were employed only in ONE A Seep e rea and snap 
beans. 


_ Strawberry pickers put in a much fuller work-week on the reporting farm 
than snap béan pickers, 42 hours compared with 16 hours. The weekly earnings on 
the reporting farm thus averaged approximately $11.70 for strawberry pickers and 
only $7.10 for snap bean pickers. Some of the snap bean pickers may have worked 
elsewhere than on the reporting farm during the survey week. Negro workers in 
-each of the two crops averaged more hours worked per. week and higher weekly 
earnings than white workers. They also picked on the average a greater quantity 
_ per hour of strawberries or snap beans than did the white pickers, However, a 
greater proportion of the white pickers were children and youths under 18 years 
of age, many of them relatives of the operator." ' 


| Piece rates paid Leuisiana | snap bean pickers afforded workers in 
comparable age, sex and race groups hourly earnings over 50 percent higher 
than those of strawberry pickers. Various factors are responsible for this wage 
rate differential. One reason for the lewer wage rates in strawberry picking is 
' the relatively more ample labor supply at the time of the year when strawberries 
are harvested than later in the Season when snap bean picking and other farm 
' activities are in progress. Another facter involved is ‘the Chit anes in 
duration of the sp tee aiterded in the two creps. 
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1. STRAWBERRY AND SNAP ete! HARVESTS IN LOUISIANA 


Strawberries and snap beans are important crops in some sections of 
Louisiana, with heavy demands for harvest'labor. In 1945, Louisiana strawberry 
farmers planted approximately 14,400 acres of spring strawberries from which a 
total of nearly 1 million crates was harvested. The major strawberry producing 
area includes Tangipahoa Parish, which has been advertised as "the largest stravw— 
berry producing section in the world," and Livingston Parish, adjacent to 
Ponticaloa” Census data indicate that in 1939. these two Parishes produced approxi 
mately 85 percent of the strawberries in Louisiana. Although the 1945 acreage 
was somewhat smaller than the 1939 acreage, the relative importance of these two 
Parishes in the State's strawberry Becca Mo was about the same. 


: in dune yL945, indtcata oie were-that more: tha.1 one-half million bushels of 
snap beans for fresh shipment would be harvested from approximately 6,000 acres _ 
in Louisiana. About 80 percent of the State's comn-rcial snap beans for fresh 
market are grovm on farms in Tangipakoa, Livingston. and St. Helena ge hcstb ao 

the area included in the wage survey: of snap bean ha.vesterse 
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Strawberries are Ver peer ane os must Me shied the day they are: 
picked. Most strawberries in the area are produced on farms near branches of 
the Illinois Central railroad, which run through Tangipahoa and Livingston 
Parishes. In a few cases, beans are raised on the same farms that produce 
. Strawberries, but generally beans are grown on farms farther from the shipping 
points. Beans do not deteriorate so rapidly as strawberries, and can be hauled 
greater distances without karm. The area in which snap beans are grown in these 
Parishes covers a much wider territory than the strawberry producing’ area. 


Farmers op end largely on the labor of persons from nearby villages, Rene 
or other farms for picking strawberries and beans. Usually, the farmer makes 
arrangements with workers before’the picking season begins, recruiting them as 
far in advance of harvest-as possible. Almost all commercial growers of snap 
beans and strawberries hire extra labor for harvesting. In addition, some 
farmers pay wages to members of “their families for harvest work 


Strawberry pickers gestae from some distance often have transportation 
and lodging or house on-the farm provided by the farm.operator. Strawberry 
pickers who are provided lodging‘on the farm, along with those from nearby farms 
or villages, usually work on one. farm at Least until the peak of the harvest has 
passed. The strawberry harvest covers a period of about 8 to 10 weeks. Some 
farmers in the area surveyed puy a bonus to pickers remaining for the entire 
season, but this is not a common practice. 


Because the bean harvest does not provide much stéady work on one farm, 
pickers may work on a number of farms in*sthe course of the bean harvest, which 
extends over a period of about 5 weeks. ‘From 50 to 50 percent of the bean crop — 
is harvested at the first picking. The remainder of the crop is harvested in 
one or two.more pickings spaced long enough after the first picking for the small 
beans not picked the first time*to mature. Some of the workers return to farms 
worked on previously to do. the second or third pickings. “So fae 
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Strawberry fields are usually: picked over every two cays, when weather is 
g00d, to keep the berries from becoming overripe. Most growers keep their 
harvesters steadily employed by having half of the acreage picked each day, 
including Gundays. Strawberries require some care in picking, so that they are 
not bruised as they are picked and placed in pint-sized containers. The pickers 
garry a tray, with a capacity of oe or & pint-boxes, in which they place the boxes 
as they are filled. The berries are then taken to the packing shed, which is 
wlocated as near the strawberry fields as feasible. Here the packers sort the 
berriss:, cull out the bad ones, grade them according to-size and cuality, and | 
mack them into boxes for market. Packing recuires pba more skill chart . 
vicking. Inexperienced labor can be used in picking, if supervision is provided 
to assure that berries are not bruised, picked incorrectly, or mashed when placed 
in boxes. Packing must be done by persons familiar.enough vith the crop to know 
which berries are firm enough to shia to market without softening or decaying, 
end yet not toe green. The erea surveyec specializes ina "fancy pack," which 
requires experience in packing. | 


Operations required in the harvest of beans include piclking and in some 
cases grading and packing. Picking is done directly into the hamper in which the 
beans are shipped to market, and in most cases no further operations are necessary 
in some cases, however , the "peans are repacked to’ remove, excessive amounts: of 
veulls , ‘sand. or. other foréien matter that would lower: the grade. Unpaid family 
workers:often do this extra operation, “although some workers may be hired to do 
this and other worl heated to the harvest. 
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-. During selected weeks of April and liay 1945, special enwmerative sample 
Surveys were conducted to obtain wage information for workers harvesting straw- 
berries in parts of Tangipahoa and livingston Parishes, and for workers harvest- 
ing snap beans in these two Parishes and St. Helena Parish. <A total of 167 farms 
was-coverec in the’ surveys, and 118 of these had hired workers employed during 
the survey week.\ Of the 718 hired workers employed on these farms, all but about 
10 percent were doing only harvesting strawberries or snap beans during the week. 


in each case the survey was timed to cover a week of peak harvest. In the 
week of the strawberry survey, April 8-14, a total of 219 carlots of strawberries 
were shipped from Louisiana, the largest number for any one week during the | 
harvest period of early strauberrics. © Because the survey was timed to cover 
the peak period of harvesting berries for the fresh market, wage rates “are: not 
available for workers hired for harvesting and stemming berries for pracessing. 
This usually takes place near the end of the scason. During the 1944 season, 
about 60 percent of the total strawberry production. in the. State went for cresh 
shipment. Wages and wage rates of bean harvesters were obtaincd for the week of 
May 6-12. A total of 160 solid carlots of snap beans moved by rail from. Louisiana 
during this: week... onl Wacennre 


Size of farm.—The acreages in OP uberriad on ahine hi gt snap bean on the farns 
surveyed were usuall ly quite small., averaging about 2.5 acres. Many: of the farmers 
growing strawberries have only an acre or two of strawberries, and in addition 
grow peppers, cucumbers, or other truck crops. About 10 percent of tne snap bean 
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growers who hired labor during the survey week reported that they had less than 1 
acre of snap beans, and only 12 percent reported that they had 6 acres or more. 


Snap beans or other truck crops are often secondary enterprises on dairy farms in 
the area. 


The farms producing these crops are also quite small in total acreage, 
with the farms producing snap beans being somewhat larger than those producing 
strawberries. Thus of the 58 farms with hired labor included in the strawberry 
survey, three-fifths had less than 10 acres of harvested cropland in 1944. In 
the case of the snap bean survey about a fifth of the 60 farms reporting hired 
workers had» less than 10 acres of harvested cropland in 1944 and an additional 
40 percent had 10-19 acres. In spite of the small average size of these farms, 
the strawberry farms had an average of 5.4 hired workers in the survey week and 
the bean farms averaged 6.7 hired workers, (table 1). 


Table 1. Distribution of strawberry and snap bean farms surveyed reporting 
hired labor and of hired workers reported, by size of farm, 
major producing areas of Louisiana, selected weeks in 
April and May 1945 


Acres of a trawberries 1/ : Snap beans 2 ie 
cropland 3: _Farms : Hired workers : Farms : Hired workers 
harvested : ; : : :Average : : : :Average 

in 1944 :Num-:Per~ :Num—-:Per-— :number :Num— :Per— ;:Num— :Per— :number. 
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Livingston Parishes and-relate to week of April 8-14, 1945. | 
2. Data for snap bean farms based on sample survey in Tangipahoa, Livingston, 
and St. Helena Parishes and relate to week of May 6-12, 1945. ; 


The workers surveyed.-The harvesters of strawberries and beans were very 

Similar in race and sex composition. In each casé, slightiy over three-fifths, of 
the workers were females and over four-fifths of the workers were Negroes. Most 
of the male workers in each crop were youths or older men. Only 10 percent of the 
workers reporting on age were males aged 18 to 44 (table By 
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Table 2.-Distribution of strawberry and snap Hes Ricicoee” by sex and. age, major 


: producing area of Louisiana , selected Wi. eorit and May 1925 l 


$ “Strawberry pi pes jokers kers 17 ha Re ean. ean pickers 2/ 


S | : Number of. “Number of 
ou Sere ; "workers ee A rercenu 2° workers : Percent 
os ee ‘th “surve Seat Pia 2h Survey . 
Both sexes — tee ages 1 ASN os ae ke NN ron ees “201° ae 100 
Under- Uy es . Gop ae # Gare ee ett ek meen ok eR 25 
a a 1 ae : Oy ig ees Al 20 
5 fens over aie 49 19 28 ders 
Males - all ages 97 e 1smhae 15) ey; 
Under 14 7h ACL g 28 Boy. 
14-17 at AY i Le 18 9 
ee ies cy, a x LP ke ee 
45 and over : an ; San 10 4 
Females ~ all ages, tore 62 28 ta ye ae 
dere : wah pe Be at od 
WEE OU ae i 30 11 23 wpe Lh Ie 
1g - 44 ; 70 ZY 64, GS aoe 
45 and: over \? 27 nO 18 a. 
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ee Data ee snap bean ey relate to.the week of May 6-12, 1945; information. 
on age available for only 201 of the 357 bean pike ye surveyeds 


One-half of the: strawberry pickers were Negro Poneles and one-half of these.) 


were 18 to 44 years old. In the case of bean pickers, three-fifths were Negro 
females and.over half of.them were in the ages, between 18 and 44. .In each of the — 


_ two crops surveyed , about two-fifths of all workers were in the age group 18-44, 


but a slightly fareer proportion of snap bean pickers. were under 14 years of age 
than in the case. of strawberry ‘pickers. 

5 OF. the’ white eee ens were working for wages in harvest operations of 
the two crops, half weré related to the farm operator for whom they worked. In 


most cases, these were wives or children of the operators, but couisins, in-laws, ~~ 
, nephews, nieces,/and other relatives of the farmers were also reported as oe ie 
for wages. during; the harvest period. . 


3. WAGE RATES , WAGES , AND HOURS WORKED FOR SELECTED WEEK 
“APRI L-MAY, 1945 


Wage rates. -Strawberry and bean pie Renae in ae areas see were 
paid piece rates. Rates for picking strawberries in the area surveyed averaged 
3.1 cents per pint box (table 3). Often the workers in the area are paid a 
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specified rate for a tray or carrier of filled boxes, but these rates were con=. +. 
verted to pint rates in obtaining the average. ifost rates per 8-pint carrier were 
between 206 cents and 30 cents; a few pickers were paid 15 cents pet 6-pint carrier. 
Other workers were paid a per-pint rate, ranging from 2 cents to 4 cents per box. — 


Table 3.~Average wage rates and performance of strawberry pickers and 
packers and snap bean pickers, major producing’areas in 
louisiana, selected weeks in April and May, 1945 1/ 
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Crop, operation, . Number of: Rate _3._ Performance 
and type of : workers ; : :Units per:Units per - 
worker :in survey:Amount: Unit s) Uhour ) or eda 
| Number Cents ; Number Number 
strawberry picking 
All pickers 258 3-1 Pint: box 8.8 60.2 
White pickers 55 3.2 Pint box 8.6 56.3 
Negro pickers 203 3.1. Pint box 8.9 61.3 
Males aged 18 - 44 27 3.2 Pint box 9.9 16.8 
Other pickers 231 Sel Pint box S67 58 ok 
Pickers not receiving meels 216 Ben Pint box 8.8 62.1 
Pickers receiving meals 42 209 Pint box 8.7 49.4 
Strawberry packing 
All packers 29 Riek 2hapt. -cratenr-rel eae 79 
Bean picking | 
All pickers |. 357 4925 Bu. hamper . “91 633 
White pickers “19 49.7 Bu. hamper’ OV) 47 
Negro pickers 338 49.5 Bu. hamper 292 Gok 
Males aged 18 - 44 2/ 17 47.9 Bu. hamper 1.08 8.1 
Other pickers 2/ 184 49.0 Bu. hamper 686s. 6.7 
Pickers not receiving meals 253 49-4. “Bue hamper 095 6.3 
Pickers receiving meals 104 WL9.S Bias hamper -80 6.6 
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1/ Data for strawberry workers relate to the week of April 8-14, 1945; data : 
2/ Information on age available for only. 201 of the 357 bean pickers surveyed. 
Average. piece rates paid Negro workers for picking strawberries were 


practically the sane as those paid white workers, and adult males received approxi- 
mately the same average rate as the other workers. Strawberry pickers receiving 
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meals ° were paid at an average rate slightly less per unit than those pickers who dic 


‘ot receive meals., However, this' difference in rates may bé due to thé ‘fact that 


most of the berny pickers tho received meals were related to the farm operator. 


"Strawberry packers were paid an average. of EAT ty edits for packing a 24-pint. 


‘erate of strawberries. Most, of. the: packers received either ap cents or 30 cents..for 


packing a crate of strawberries, but in a few cases they received only 20 cents, ane 

in a few other ‘instances they. Peete 35 cents per’crate. In the few cases in” 
which workers were paid rates above or below. the 25 to 30 cents range, the workers 

were Wives, or, other relatives, of ithe farm eperatere ak. 
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aa bean™ ‘pickers ‘received an average rate of 49.5 cents per hamper. In the 


‘area surveyed, the hamper is bushel-size and holds approximately 30 pounds of beans, 


Nearly 90 percent of the pickers réceived 50 cents for picking a hamper of beans, 


and. about 5 percent received 40 cents. Only a very few received as low -as'35 Core 


or more than 50 cents per hamper. 


No information ist available prior to 1942 for indicating changes in wage 
rates for harvesting these crops. In the 3 years since the end of May 1942, straw-— 
berry picking rates in Louisiana incréased slightly less than bean picking rates. 
The former rose from an average of 3.4 cents to 6.2 cents per quart, while the 
latter increased from 25’ cents a bushel hamper 49.5 cents. 1/ 


Hourly earnings.—There was a wide difference between: the two crops in the 
average hourly earnings of workers. Strawberry pickers earned an: average of 28 
cents per hour and bean pickers averaged 43 cents per hour (table 4). In each crop 
there was only a very slight difference in the amount earned per hour by male 
workers and by female workers, but males 18-44 had the highest hourly earnings. 


Male strawberry pickers in this age group: earned 32 cents an hour and snap bean 


pickers earned 48 cents an hour. For strawberry pickers, there was very little 
difference in the average amount earned per hour by white pickers and by Negro 
workers, but Negro snap bean workers picked a larger quantity per hour and earned 
43 cents an hour, compared with 37 cents for white.pickers. The lower performance 
of the white bean pickers is chiefly due to their age composition. A larger pro- 
portion of white: than of: Negro bean pickers were. members of the Pe s family 
and a larger proportion were less than 14:years old. 


Of the 201 snap bean pickers for whom individual information is available, 
20 percent had hourly earnings of less than 30 cents, 61 percent earned from 30 to 
60 cents, and the remaining 19 percent earned 60 cents or more. This wide spread 
in’ earnings, compared with piece rates which showed little variation, was due more 
to age than any other single factor. None of the strawberry pickers. “had hourly 
earnings as high as 60 cents, and 70 percent of them made less than 30 cents an hour, 


Time worked , daily and weekly earnings .-Strawberry pickers and snap bean 


pickers worked approximately the same number of hours per day, 6.8 for strawberry 
pickers and 7.0 for bean pickers, (table 4). In each of the two crops, Negro 


‘pickers averaged a longer opie day. than white workers, partly because adult workers 


made up a larger proportion of the Negro than white workers in both crops. Bean. 
pickers who received meals worked more hours per day than those who did not receive 
meals, while the opposite situation prevailed in the casé of strawberry pickers. — 
This difference between the two crops arises in part from age differences... Forty- 
five percent of ‘the strawberry pickers receiving meals were under 14 years of age, 
while only’ 30 percent of the snap bean pickers receiving meals were less than 14 
years old. Strawberry packers worked longer hours per day than did strawberry 
pickers, as they. must prepare all strawberries picked during the day for shipment 
to market that same day. ee 


: 1/ Wage rate data for 1942 are from Farm Wage patos ace Employment and Related- 
Data, Bur. Agr. Econ. , Jan. 1943; p. 15s 
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: :Number ; Average cash ; Average time worked 
Crop, operation, Obes wages earned :;_ on reporting farm: 
and type :workers: on reporting : Hours: Days :Hours | 
of worker een 2 see farm _o §POr’ 4 perc. per 
ESE END la la :Survey : Hourly: Daily : Weekly: day : week :week 
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Number Dollars Dollars Dollars Number : Number: Number 


Strawberry picking | 
All pickers 258 028 1690 11670 668 6.2 42 — 
White pickers BEB aT 1680 10.60 6.6 5.953.389 
Negro pickers 203 228 1,903; 12.00 6.9 6.3 43 
"Males aged 18 - 44 27 ce 2.50, 150300 Vek Oates 
Other pickers 231 <7 18007220 6.7 bee Ae 
Pickers not receiving meals 216 28 2.00... 12.40 7.0 6.3 Lie 
Pickers receiving meals 42 226 ig BA) 8.30 Py: Sat 32 
otrawberry packing 
All packers 29 429 | 2920 9 43290 hes 653 Lee 
Bean picking : 
All pickers 357 043 - "3.00, 7010 17.0 = eee 
White pickers 19 37 20hOs 420. 6k 
Negro pickers 338 043 3 ek0 feed hee 2k ly 
Males aged 18 - 44 2/ 17 48 3.70 7.50 9.6) ee eee 
Other pickers 2/ 184 40 3-10 - 6.20 (7.7 6. 25 Mia EG 
Pickers not receiving meals 253 «L5 3.00 230 656 geht Vor 
Pickers receiving meals 104 38 3v10- 6.50 Ga Rid 17 


Strawberry pickers usually put in 6 or 7 days of work on one farm during the 
week in contrast’ to a much shorter time worked on one farm during the week by bean 
pidkers. Strawberry pickers averaged 6.2 days per week on the reporting farm while 


bean pickers averaged only 2.3 days. Strawberry growers are usually able to arrange . 


their picking so that they will have work for their pickers every day for a number 
of weeks, but when the beans are ready for picking the entire acreage may be worked 
over in a day or two, leaving no further work on that farm until the beans are 
ready for a second picking. As in the case of hours worked per day, Negroes worked — 
a larger number of days per week at each crop. There was practicaliy no difference 
in the average number of days worked during the survey week by males 18-44 and 
other workers in each crop. ne, 
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The shont number of days worked by snap bean pickers meant that they 
worked, on the saverage, only'16 hours per week on oné farm. Strawberry pickers, 
with approximately the same number of hours. per-day as bean pickers , but who 
usually worked .every- day’ during the. week — even on Sundays in many cases — 


shaesay 42 hours per week. 


‘Stravberry pickers. éarhed a Bed Ly Wace of $14.90, while snap bean pickers 


- earned: $3.00. However, bedause of the greeter number of days per week worked by 


strawberry pickers on the farm surveyed, their weekly wages were $11.70, while 
those of snap bean pickers were only {$7.10 on the reporting farms Snap bean 
pickers worked soniy a little more than a third as many hours in the week as the 
strawberry pickers, but their weekly wage was nearly three-fifths as large. The 
substantially Hi eho hourly earnings: resulting from rates for snap bean picking 
than; for strawberry picking pea y offset the effect of the much shorter work-— 


week of the bean pickers. : oe, 


In each crop, Negro pickers had higher average weekly wages than white 
pickers. This was due to the longer time, both hours per.day and days per week 


put in by Negro workers as well as their higher. average quantity ‘picked per hour 


and is partly explained ie ee fact that a larger proportion of the white workers 
were children or youths. the case of strawberries, more than half (58 percent) 
of the white wage workers’ bos under 18 years of age, put only 34 percent of the 


“Negroes. Among bean harvesters on whom age data were obtained, the corresponding 


percentages were 56 for whites and 45 for Negroes. Negro strawberry pickers... 
averaged $12.00 for a 43-hour week, and Negro pickers of snap beans averaged 87, 20 
for a 17-hour week. ‘The-earnings oF white strawberry pickers averaged $10.60 on 
the reporting farm and white bean pickers averaged $4.20. 


Because of longer hours worked, strawberry packers ed more per dee and 
more per week than did the pickers, A 20 per day as compared with ot. 90 per day, 
and 13.70 per week as compared with $11.70 per week. 


Weekly wages earned for work on one farm by strawberry pickers as-shown in 
table 5 represent in most cases total weekly earnings. Since this is not the casc 
for the snap bean pickers, table 5 shows the distribution of only strawberry ~ 
pickers by weekly earnings. Approximately half of the strawberry pickers surveyec 
earned between $8.00 and $16.00 per week on the reporting farm, one-fourth, mostly 
the younger workers, earned less than $8.00, and one-fourth earned more than 
$16.00. A larger percentage of Negroes than whites earned $16.00 or more during 
the survey week. 


Table 5.—Distribution by weekly earnings of strawberry pickers, by race, 
: segs producing area of Louisiana, week ended April 14, 1945 


a ee ae ike 

Wey Boo Total : White : Negro ne 

earnings —_—s:_ Number : Percent : Number : Percent: Number : Percent __ 
Total ‘ 258 100 55 100 203 100 
$8.00 or less 72 28 19 Ca ee ie 26 
$8.01 to $16.00 127 49 Ret rE Aa eee) 49 
$16.01 and over 59 210 1S Mat Ware N ALC 25 
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peracetic recéi yea" by workers, and miscellaneous_information.—About ‘70 
percent “of ti the strawperry pickers and-14 ‘percent; of the bean pickers | were 
furnished a house or lodging on the: farm where. the work was done, in addition — 
to the cash wages receivéd (table 6). Only 16 percent:of the strawberry pickers 
received any meals, and in most cases these were persons related to the operator. 
Often the pickers . carriéd their lunches to the field, so that as little time as 
possible was lost. at lunch time. MWMoré-of the. snap bean pickers, 29 percent, 
reported..that they received meals during the.survey week., Daily transportation 
from home to.field wag provided ‘by operators: to. 22 percent of the strawberry 
pickers and 31 percent of the snap bean pickers., T Tig Oo percentof the bean 
pickers for whom’ the information was available. and 12 percent of the strawberry 
pickers 1 were related to the farn operator.” a ie ai 

Table Oe Sheena ene information on seen ey Racers and on snap _ 
_ bean pickers, major producing areas in Louisiana, 
selected weeks in April and May, 1945 


ais 3 CREA ee : “  “ Bean pickers 
y | “reporting item 1/ =: reporting item 2/_ 
aye ie :Percent of : “" sPercent: of: 
PCEGeRUyh oki ras Toons sworkéers from |: sworkers from 
sab waar :Number:whom information: Number:whom information 
: ; :was_ obtained : 7Wwas obtained pike 
Worker belaged, to operator - “31 ghee 48 Pee 
aes receiving perquisites 
House ce 163 63 oy 2 
Other lodging ey, 18 Ler ee Ad ry be 
Meals ; 
None’. °< +» rat 21.6 84 45 S| yar 
1 meal.a day hig Aa 6 86 24 
2.0r mote meals a day 25 10 18 ead Bi) 
Transpor tation 56 esi ee Lhe LOO an 31 
Wovters to be employed on 
this farm-‘less than 60. _ . 3 i 
days during this year pars 0.0 56 166 \e os 


We Data for strawberry pickers relate to the week of April 8-14, 1945. ee 

2/*. Data: for, snap bean pickers relate to the week of May 6-12, 1945. 

Tas “Includes. apartment in operators dwelling. sortie a 

Af Includes room in operator's dwelling or bunk space in housing provided 
groups. of workers. oh ; 
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Farmers reported that they did not expect to have as many as 60 days of 
work during the year for over 90 percent of the snap bean pickers and, for over | 
50 percent of the strawberry pickers. They reported that they would have less 
than 20 days of work for the majority of the snap bean pickers and less than 50 
days for a majority of the strawberry pickers. 


Bu a a 
: A DIFFERENTTIS TY WAGES AND WAGE acer 


 Age-sex’ i dhcronces< ty both eee, and snap bean picking in Louisiana, 
“ results of thé survey show differences in earnings for different age-sex groups 
which are associated with differences in output per hour and number of hours worked. 
Because all workers on a given farm were paid the same piece rate+regardless of age 
or SeXy and because there was little variation in rates paid on Gi tierent tarme <i. 
the age-sex differences in hourly earnings are mainly due to Sona erences in number 
| of pints of berriés or bushels of beans picked per hour. 


In both crops, adult workers had Significantly higher hourly earnings than 
; vorkers under 18 years of age, although there were not important differences 
Jetveen males and females of the-same age. For males as well as for females, the 
sourly earnings of strawberry pickers aged 14-17 were about a third higher than for 
children under 14 vears of age (table 7). likewise the hourly earnings of both 
male and female pickers 18-44 years of age were nearly a third higher than for the 
14-17 year age group. Male strawberry pickers 25 years of age and over averaged 
the same hourly earnings as those 12-44 years of age, but female eae 45 years 


of age or over had slightly lower hourly earnings than females 18-44 years of age. 
The hourly earnings of a1] male pickers in the strawberry survey a, 29 cents 
end of female pickers 27 cents. Among workers 18-44 years of age, hourly earnings 


for females 18-44 years of age were the same as for males , but in "the younser and 

older groups males ie Somewhat higher hourly earnings than female workers of 

the same age. 

Table 7. -Averare wages and time worked by ‘stravberry ea by 
sox and age, major producing areas gf Louisiana 


week ended April day LOLS 
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Sometherrmensterne eepeeanaitiometene|| | aiepontemneenrine || webiepemcininie _ souibseneceinonss | emirecemngienpuane) Gupapenimmsfans') \evommemesbemomtes!) sasapratcgibessiest'” aan aes 


: : =H iia cash . Average time worked 
. eine ani :Number :  .. Wages earned :_on reporting farm 
Sex and age ot of : on reporting : Hours: Days : Hours 
ae ‘workers ; Lemme Mi ii hs em Si gh petiales mares 


sin survey: Hourly: ly: Daily: 1 yi Weekly _ :; day : week ;: week 
; : Number Dollars Do: Dollars Dollars Number Number Number 


~) Both sexes ~ all ages 258 228 DOO cL Oye s 662 Li2 
pp Under 14 years Sine 19 Leo OHO iy toe 6.1 35 
14-17 years oy e305) LOW LO LG cGy 6.2 12 
» «18-44 years, | ee fie VP 2.308 uab4020 7 eee Be 45 
45 years and over 49 30 AiO 2S BO Vel oe 6.3 46 
Males — all ages -- oN OF ene BOO ia oO Niro S Ge We 
Pnaer 1A years! «°- oe La he 1.20 1820") 56 662 20 
U+17- years - ‘ Seay Ae 27 Le? 10.00). 662 509 5 
18-44 years le oe 2 eSO ML i e SOl any ee Gol 48 
45 years and over « ea 032 Ria O Ws Woe gO) Vriy Gre 604 49 
Females - all: ages -« De LeL ei rea IRI Se Midi Mite Sabha see May gah 42 
Under 14 years. a aS) elon 18 1.10 6.30 6.0 6.0 36 
14-17 years - ih ero cae ced eT LO 6 BO ie dock 6.4 L6 
18-44 years COME NG Man nee Been La eeO he Leo 6.3 Ld, 
A5..years and over....... 22 OU SMR ae INE ZOO i Lee BO Oe Ae ees emilee 
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Because the adult strawberry pickers worked, on the average, more hours per | 
day amd more days per weck than did the youths and children, their daily and weekly 
earnings exceeded those of young workers by a greater percentage than in the case 
of hourly earnings. Thus strawberry pickers less than 14 years old earned less 
than $7.00 a week, while adult workers 18 years of age and over earned twice as 
much. As in the case of hourly earnings, sex differences were not important in 
the case of weekly earnings. The average weekly wages of $12,.20fcrall mlestrawberry 
pickers, however, were only slightly higher than those of female pickers. 


Wage information for snap bean pickers by age and sex was obtained for only " 
A201 of the 357 pickers included in the survey. In general, differences in hourly { 
earnings of the several age greups, and therefore in output per hour, were similar 
to those found in the case of stravberry pickers. “Jorkers in the older age groups 
averaged progress eel higher hourly earnings (table 8). Girls under 18 vears of 
age averaged somewhat higher hourly earnings for. picking beans than boys of the 
same age group, Sree boys. exceeded’ girls in earnings for picking strawberries. 
Among adult workers, however, there was practically no difference in the hourly 
earnings of men and women. lMales of all ages averaged 37 cents an hour, and female 
averaged 42 cents. 
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Table 8.-Average wages an: time worked by snap bean pickers, by 
sex and : “ge, tajor producing areas of Louisiana, 
week ended May 12, 1945 
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: : Average. cash :Average time worked 

:Number ; wages earned :_ on) rep) ting) farm 
Sex and age SOROL 2 on reporting :- Hours: Days :-Heurs 

sworkers : year Mang Us 7 per “21 peri ce 


3 iin. surveys, How ~Hourl y: Da: Daily : ly : Weekly: day _: week : week 
~~ Number Dollars Dollars Dollars Number r Number Number 


See ee 0 See 


Both sexes - ald ages 201 e40 hw Bed 6.4.0 Gave 2.0 16 : 
Under 1, 51 230 2056 5.60. 823 ONG 19 
Wie Ly AL ~39 3.10 be O. ee 2.0 16 
Roe Z7: Bae wig 3.50 6.90. 4745 2.0 15 
45 and over é 28: 9 3-40 64302669 1.9 13 ; { 
Males - all ages | . ee <37. 2390 5.90. 7.e ee Se 
Under 14 } 28 029 2EO 5.10 = 85 255: 18 
25, and over . x 10 OU 3400 amore 509 1.9 11 
Females - all ages | | 128 sha B30 6.10 ee Reo 16 
Under 14 23 92 250 6.302)" 8.3 205 20 
w- 17 Teh aee ef)... Ba20.409400.~ 38.06 oes 17 : 
Ahc— 14 : 3 64, 47...) 3.50 wi 6180, eae 15 | 
hth REALS 


45 and over 18... ve ah D 3260 6.70 
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There was little difference in the mens hours worked and wages earned 
among the several: age-sex groups of bean pickers. 1 Adult males 18-44 years of age 
“were the only group whose, weekly earnings of $7.50 on the reporting farm were 
noticeably higher than those ‘of any otner age-sex group. 


«Lype of work ae orem in wage rerias The fact that average hourly cash 


wages of Louisiana snap bean pickers (43 cents) were more than 50 percent higher 
than those of strawberry pickers (28 cents) working in the same part of Louisiana, 

: yaises a question as to possible reasons for this difference- Data on composition 

"i of the workers and the nature of the vork indicate that the higher hourly cash 

{, wages of bean pickers are hot explainable in terms of. age, sex, or. race Sache 

a) for the two groups of workers. The proportion of workers'in the different age, .sex 

{) and race groups was practically the same in both crops, and the type of work 

- ¥equired no appreciable difference in skills. Hence, the piece rate paid for bean 
picking was basically higher than that for strawberry picking, since it permitted 
iigher hourly cash wages’ for comparable types of work. Despite the higher wage 
bates paid by bean growers than by strawberry producers, however, the former paid 
harvesters the same proportion of the price they récel set for a bushel of beans as 
the latter did for te and. packing a quart of strawberries. \ 


Information was not secured on the value of jie ae® meals or other ee 
furnished free of charge to the workers in addition to cash wages. Although a mucl. 
Jarger percentage of the strawberry pickers were furnished some typo of lodging, it 
is not believed that the value of the housing or lodging provided would offset a 
substantial part of: the 50 percent differential in hourly cash wages. Moreover, 
larger proportions of the bean pickers than of the strawberry pickers were provided 
meals and. RO vat) On: 


‘The higher wage rates paid bean pickers may be’ in part the result of the 
“much shorter period of employment afforded them than strawberry pickers, which 
results in low weekly earnings from work on one farm. Another important. reason 
for lower wage rates in strawberry picking than in picking beans is that the 
strawberry harvest: comes earlier and ata time of: the season when there is much 
less competition for work in other crops. The peak of the strawberry harvest 
season in Louisiana comes early in April, whike the peak of the bean harvest 
about the middle of May. Partly because of this, strawberry growers in Louisiana 
~ have felt the pressure of the wartime reduced labor supply somewhat less than snap 
( Dean growers. This is further suggested by the’ relationship of the harvest wage 
|? rates to the prices received by the growers. 


“Snap bean picking rates in Louisiana averaged 25 cents per bushel in 1942 
‘and 35 cents in 1943: The rates represented 18 percent of the 1942 season .average 
price per bushel for the soring’ crop of snap beans received by Lotiisiana growers 
and 15 percent of the 1943 price. The 1945 bean picking rate of 49.5 cents per 
bushel is estimated to represent 20 percent of the 1945 season average price. 
Between 1942 and 1945, snap bean picking rates in Louisiana have increased 
relatively more than prices received by farmers. In the case of strawberry harvest 
wage rates, the opposite situation occurred. The 1942 average piece rates for 
| picking and packing a quart (or crate of 24 quarts) of strawberries are estimated 
~to have amounted to 28 percent of the scason average price received by Louisiana 
growers. By 1945 this ratio had declined to approximately 20 percent, as a result 
“of a more rapid increase in prices received for stravhbe erries than in wage rates 
paid. 
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Area differences in wages for same type of work.-Wage information for 
strawberry piciing during peak weeks of the 1945 season is available for major 
producing areas of Florida and North Carolina. 2/ Although wage rates of 3.8 
cents per quart for picking strawberries in Yorth Carolina and 5.1 cents per 
quart in Florida were lower than the rate in Louisiana (6.2 cents per quart), 
the hourly earnings from picking did not differ materially among these areas, 
and were generally low. The North Carolina and Florida strawberry pickers 
averaged 26 and 32 cents an hour, respectively, compared with 28 cents an hour 
in Lovisiane. However, the Louisiana pickers worked nearly twice as many hours 
during the week on the reporting farm. Their weekly earnings of approximately 
#12.00 were therefore nearly twice those of the Florida or North Carolina straw 
berry pickers. 


5. METHOD OF SURVEY 
: 


The area surveyed covers parts of three Parishes located in southeastern 
Louisiana, Tangipahoa, Livingston, and St. Helena. The farms are generally small 
and tended to be uniform with respect to crops grown and labor practices. Almost 
all growers normally hire seasonal labor for harvesting operations. Crop acreage 
data on file in the Office of the State Statistician indicated that there were 
about 6,000 farmers in the area growing strawberries, primarily for sale. From 


the best indications available, it was estimated that the area contains a total 
of 1,500 snap bean growers. The major strawberry producing area is concentrated 


on or near the Illinois Central Railroad. In some cases, snap beans are grown on 


the some farms that produce strawberries, but snap beans are also grown on farms— 
more distant from the railroad; thus the snap bean area covers more territory. 


Because of uniformity of the farms as to crop acreage, crops grown, and 
hiring practices, a route sample was considered satisfactory for both crops. 
Specified sampling routes were outlined and enumerators were instructed to inter- 
view alternate growers along the route, counting both sides of the road, 1p thes 
case of snap beans and every fourth farm along the route in the case of strav— 


berries. A total of about 50 miles of routes was selected for strawberries. In 
{ 


both surveys, enumerators were instructed that if a farm could not be enumerated, 


the next grower in the direction traveled should be enumerated as an alternate. 


2] Survey of Wages and Wage Rates in Agriculture, Report No. 1, "Wages and Wage- 
Rates of Seasonal Farm Workers in Special Crop Areas of Florida, Feb.-liar., 1945! 
Bur. Agr. Econ., May, 1945; Farm Labor, Bur. Agr. Econ., July 13), 1940. 
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CROP AREAS OF FLORIDA, FERRUARY-MARCH, 1945 
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